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when the dose had reached 12 mg. daily. In the sccond 62- 18052
case, the full therapeutic effect was not attained untl
the 18th day, by which tim2 the dose was 14 mg, daily
The dosage of Serpasil was subsequently gradually
reduced to an optimum level, i.e. one at which the
dose was still sufficient to prevent the reappearance of
hyperkinesia. This dose was adhered to as mainte -
nance therapy. Both the maximum and the optimum
dosage should be individualised. In the two cases
referred to, the optimum dosage amounted to 2 and 7
mg. daily, respectively. No serious complications
occurred during the treaument. Neither the blood pres-
sure nor the body temperature under-went any appre-
tiable change. The pulse rate diminished slightly.
The treaunent had no influence on the intellectual de-
mentia accompanying the disease. By acting on the
subcortical centres, reserpine effectively combats ex-
trapyramidal hyperkinesia in cases of Huntington's
chorea. Although the drug is not highly toxic, treat-
ment calls for careful individualisation of dosage.
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